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Department of State § 41.107

attached to the passport by the issuing
authority.

(d) Applicants for diplomatic visas.
Every applicant for a diplomatic visa
must present a diplomatic passport, or
the equivalent thereof, having the pe-
riod of validity required by INA
212(a)(7)(B)(i)(I), unless such require-
ment has been waived pursuant to the
authority contained in INA 212(d)(4) or
unless the case falls within the provi-
sions of § 41.21(b).

[52 FR 42597, Nov. 5, 1987, as amended at 56
FR 30428, July 2, 1991; 61 FR 1522, Jan. 22,
1996; 61 FR 53058, Oct. 10, 1996]

§ 41.105 Supporting documents and
fingerprinting.

(a) Supporting documents—(1) Author-
ity to require documents. The consular
officer is authorized to require docu-
ments considered necessary to estab-
lish the alien’s eligibility to receive a
nonimmigrant visa. All documents and
other evidence presented by the alien,
including briefs submitted by attor-
neys or other representatives, shall be
considered by the consular officer.

(2) Unobtainable documents. If the con-
sular officer is satisfied that a docu-
ment or record required under the au-
thority of this section is unobtainable,
the consular officer may accept satis-
factory alternative pertinent evidence.
A document or other record shall be
considered unobtainable if it cannot be
procured without causing the applicant
or a member of the applicant’s family
actual hardship as distinct from nor-
mal delay and inconvenience.

(3) Photographs required or waived. Ex-
cept as otherwise provided in this para-
graph, every applicant for a non-
immigrant visa must furnish photo-
graphs in such numbers as the consular
officer may require. The photographs
must be a reasonable recent likeness,
11⁄2 by 11⁄2 inches in size, unmounted,
with no head covering, and showing a
full, front-face view of the alien
against a light background. The alien
must sign (full name) the reverse side
of the photographs. The photograph re-
quirement may be waived by the con-
sular officer for any alien who is:

(i) Within a class of nonimmigrants
classifiable under the visa symbol A, C–
3, G, or NATO; or

(ii) An applicant for a diplomatic or
official visa; or

(iii) Under 16 years of age.

A notation of any such waiver shall be
made on the application in the space
provided for the photograph. A new
photograph need not be required by the
consular officer, if there is readily
available at post a photograph submit-
ted with a prior application which re-
flects a reasonable current likeness of
the applicant.

(4) Police certificates. A police certifi-
cate is a certification by the police or
other appropriate authorities stating
what, if anything, their records show
concerning the alien. An applicant for
a nonimmigrant visa is required to
present a police certificate if the con-
sular officer has reason to believe that
a police or criminal record exists, ex-
cept that no police certificate is re-
quired in the case of an alien who is
within a class of nonimmigrants classi-
fiable under visa symbols A–1, A–2, C–3,
G–1 through G–4, NATO–1 through
NATO–4 or NATO–6.

(b) Fingerprinting. The consular offi-
cer may require an alien making a pre-
liminary or informal application for a
visa to have a set of fingerprints taken
on Form AR–4, Alien Registration Fin-
gerprint Chart, if the officer considers
this necessary for the purposes of iden-
tification and investigation. Consular
officers may use the fingerprint card in
order to ascertain from the appropriate
authorities whether they have informa-
tion pertinent to the applicant’s eligi-
bility to receive a visa.

[52 FR 42597, Nov. 5, 1987; 53 FR 9112, 9172,
Mar. 21, 1988, as amended at 61 FR 1522, Jan.
22, 1996; 61 FR 53058, Oct. 10, 1996]

§ 41.106 Processing.
Consular officers must ensure that

Form OF–156, Nonimmigrant Visa Ap-
plication, is properly and promptly
processed in accordance with the appli-
cable regulations and instructions.

§ 41.107 Visa fees.
(a) Fees based on reciprocity. The fees

for the issuance of visas, including offi-
cial visas, to nonimmigrant nationals
or stateless residents of each foreign
country shall be collected in the
amounts prescribed by the Secretary of
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